
The Heartland Bulletin

This bulletin has been collated by Gill Elliott of Trinity URC St Albans.  

If you have news or notices that you wish to be included in the next Bulletin,  

please email gilldotelliott@gmail.com, or ask your Heartland representative to do 

so on your behalf. 

Issue 32 - 23rd November 2019 

Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear……. 

Stories are important. Many of our interactions with other people are in 

the form of telling each stories – the story of the route you took when 

you became lost, the story of why you are wearing two different socks, 

the story of your day at work or at school, the story you heard about a 

mutual acquaintance, the story sparked off by the one the person you 

are chatting to has just told you…..  

Stories are powerful! They invite people to listen to your experience, 

share with you in it and learn from it; one example is peoples’ testimo-

nies in church. Another important example is people explaining how 

they are feeling, which opens the way for a “me too”, a powerful way 

of expressing empathy which is the most important way of dispersing 

shame. As Christians it’s our task to lift people up, showing them God’s 

love, and showing them how in Jesus guilt and shame are washed 

away. 

Stories are a powerful way of getting a point across. The Gospel writers 

took stories told about Jesus and compiled them into story books, care-

fully placing them in the order which fitted their individual perspectives 

on Jesus.  

Jesus told stories to teach people; stories of everyday folk in every-

day situations, shepherds and their sheep, women kneading 

bread, lighting lamps and sweeping rooms, and used these stories 

to place God firmly in our everyday lives. Coming up to the  

Christmas period, we are told one of the most powerful stories of 

all, about God coming right into the midst of all of us, being born 

into our world, to join in with our story. It’s up to each of us to share 

this story with the world! 



NEWS FROM HOMEWOOD ROAD – OCTOBER 2019 

SUMMER FUN   

During the school holidays, Homewood Road again held our annual Children’s Summer fun sessions on Thursday mornings. 

Faye, our children and families worker, did an excellent job planning lots of exciting 
activities each week and was assisted by a large group of willing volunteers. The themes 
were summer, Animals, Pirates, Minibeasts, Weather and Celebrations.  
Due to repairs to the hall floor, 3 of the sessions took place in the church itself which, 
although involving much furniture moving, was very successful.  
Many parents commented on how lovely it was to spend some time in the church, as it 
wasn’t something they would normally do. 
Pirate week was a huge hit with some of the children and volunteers dressing up as 

pirates. Bumper numbers hit us the following week with around 120 parents and 

children turning up - and we managed to serve them all food at the end too! 

More details of children’s activities at Homewood Road can be found on our website - homewoodurc.org 

HARVEST FESTIVAL  

On Sunday 29th September Homewood Road celebrated our annual Harvest Festival, led by 

Faye and Helen as part of our worship group. The service was filled with praise, joy and laughter 

and the congregation entered into the spirit including a short samba down the aisle to deliver 

their harvest gifts! 

The number of donations this year was incredible – 261 in total. All donated to FEED food bank.   

A big thankyou also to our flower guild for the beautiful arrangements of flowers in the church.   

 WOODLAND WORSHIP IN THE WICK  

If you go down to The Wick today, you are sure of a big surprise……the surprise 

being a crowd of Christians praising God outside in His beautiful world!  This 

summer saw a new venture for the Sunday congregation of Homewood Road on 

Sundays 4th August and 15th September. Armed with their picnic blankets and 

chairs, unsure of what to expect, many of the congregation came to experience 

Woodland Worship for the first time!  

On Sunday 4th August, led by Faye and some of the Worship group, the service 

was based around the theme of the Cricket World Cup! The congregation were 

very enthusiastic and joined in with each of the games and activities, even when their team lost!  We attracted the 

attention of many passers-by/dog walkers and many came over to ask what we were doing.  After the success of the first 

Woodland Worship, Faye was keen to do a second one before the winter months set in. The service on Sunday 15th 

September was based around different prayer stations. As we moved around these prayer stations, there was sense of 

relaxation as everyone openly said their own personal prayers and devotions. We left some of the prayer stations in The 

Wick for the local community to look at and hopefully use as a place of prayer.  

We hope to continue Woodland Worship in the springtime. But in the meantime, if you feel like going to The Wick for 

praise and worship then Forest Church welcomes you with open arms! We meet on the 4th Sunday of every month at 4pm 

outside the church.. 

HOUSE GROUP “TALKING OUR FAITH”  

Our minister, John Hardaker is currently leading a four part series, looking at discipleship and how we can share our faith 

with those around us.  The House Group meets once a month on a Monday evening starting at 8pm.  

PRAYER EVENTS 

We are now into our second series of Prayer Events, organised by John for the Cluster Churches. They continue to be well 

attended and a very uplifting and spiritual experience. 

https://homewoodurc.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86e55a17efbbb7df11587fc3b&id=dfc28179fe&e=cfda037a7d


 
Community Café at Welwyn Garden City URC 

 

We had a lovely afternoon tea for the Community Café volunteers on 

Wednesday 13th November. The tables were laden with delicious treats with 

festive red and green centre pieces. It almost felt like Christmas! It was a 

celebration of appreciation for all the hard work the volunteers do at the 

Community Café and for their support and dedication. 

There are countless examples of hospitality in the Bible, and God’s two 

greatest commandments are to love God and love others. Hospitality is a 

virtue that is both commanded and commended throughout Scripture. In the 

New Testament, the Greek word translated as “hospitality” literally means 

“love of strangers.” 

Hospitality can be defined as “the quality or disposition of receiving and 

treating guests and strangers in a warm, friendly, generous way.” This 

definition describes the work our volunteers do. They welcome strangers into 

our Community Café and they always ready with a listening ear and a cup of 

coffee. Relationships have developed where strangers became friends and 

those who felt lonely and isolated now feel valued and loved. 

From the beginning of January until the end of October 2019 we had 1457 

people attending the Community Café  compared to 1043 over the same 

period during 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This beautiful prayer comes from the St. Raphael-Holy Angels website and I 

wanted to share it with you. 

 

Let Every Day Be Christmas 

Christmas is forever, not for just one day, 

for loving, sharing, giving, are not to put away 

like bells and lights and tinsel, in some box upon a shelf. 

The good you do for others is good you do yourself. 

 

– Norman Wesley Brooks 

 



    

 

The gifts brought to the harvest festival service 

at Edward Street were given to Dunstable food 

bank and Keech Hospice.  

 

 

 

This Christmas the church have decided not to 

take part in the Operation Christmas Child shoebox appeal. Instead we have  

donated 'Real Christmas' Advent Calendars to the local food bank in a similar 

way to our earlier donation of Real Easter Eggs. 

 

At our recent church meeting we discussed not only our charity giving over the 

Advent period but also our charity giving in 2020. We decided that we would 

have a 'charity of the year' and encourage our hall users to join in our giving.    

 St Katherine’s, Dunstable held a grand Autumn Coffee Morning – the final major 

fund raising activity for the year. It raised the magnificent total of £424.00. Many, 

many thanks to all who helped in making this such a success, with particular 

thanks going to Anne Kennedy. Everyone worked very hard to make this event a 

financial and social success. It was a good day. 

Their carol service will be on Thursday 19th December at 7.30 p.m. 

The United Church  in Wheathampstead are still having discussions both locally 

and with Synod about the future of our buildings. 

 

Wheathampstead Churches Together (Jane 

Deller is now Chair, for the second time) held a 

very successful One World Week Supper.  Over 

fifty people attended and as this year's theme 

was 'Climate changes everything - now is the 

time to act', and we had a very interesting 

speaker explaining about the impact of cli-

mate change on the environment. 

 

We are looking forward to Christmas and par-

ticipating in the Advent Carol Service at St 

Helen's and although we are not having our own Carol Service this year we will 

be joining the Anglican congregation at St Peter's and also the URC at 

Harpenden.  



After a very successful session in St Albans on sustainability, this arrived from 

Caroline Penn (caroline.penn@sustainablestalbans.org). 

 

Would your church be interested in using Sustainable St Albans' thermal 

imaging camera to investigate heat losses and address energy saving in 

the buildings? I can supply further details of this free service if this would be 

helpful. You may have seen the exhibition at St Stephen's church at the 

Sustainability Festival in May from when they conducted their survey with 

the thermal camera last winter. This autumn, the camera has been used to 

investigate heat loss from St Saviour’s Church. They would be happy to 

answer any questions about their investigation. 

 

If you would like to discuss a suitable time for a short training session or to 

have further information, please contact me (Caroline) 

at                        thermal.imaging@sustainablestalbans.org 

 

I could also hold a free training session at the church, if there is a group of 

interested people, to use the thermal imaging camera to investigate heat 

loss in their homes.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS ANGEL - Homewood Road 

It’s time to get the knitting needles out again to produce some woolly 

harbingers of Christmas. Our distribution of these woolly angels with 

messages of Hope, Love and Joy has been much appreciated by those 

who have found them in the town centre and the Quadrant over the 

past few Christmases. Copies of the knitting pattern will be on the table at 

the back of the church or you can download it from 

www.christmasangel.net   

Angels are to be handed in by the 

end of November. They will be 

dedicated at our family service at the 

beginning of December, and tags 

with the church’s details will be 

attached to them before they are 

distributed around town for people to 

find on the Saturday before 

Christmas. Recipients will be able to 

engage with us via Twitter or 

Facebook - quite a number usually do. 

mailto:caroline.penn@sustainablestalbans.org
mailto:thermal.imaging@sustainablestalbans.org


This year Trinity  will be hosting the St Albans Winter Beds project again. This 

provides overnight accommodation in cold weather for those who would 

otherwise have to sleep outside. 

The main difference this year will be that the facility will be open every day 

during December and January, not just on the coldest days.  

If anyone would like further information or be ready to offer themselves as a 

volunteer, please contact Lucy on winterbedsproject@opendoorstalbans.org 

A group of 13 people from Trinity travelled to Hungary in 

September to visit the Evangélikus Gyülekezet, a Lutheran 

church in Kaposvár, Hungary. This is the home church of 

Trinity member Teodora; they were holding an arts festival, 

and invited us to join in! The service is which we sang is 

available (as are all of their services) on YouTube. Teodora 

organised members of the congregation to host Trinity folk, 

and a coach to collect us from the airport and give us 

guided tours. Our hosts, and the rest of the church, 

welcomed us with open arms, plied us with food and drink, 

including copious amounts of Palinka, a locally brewed 

spirit, and generally treated us like royalty! We had a 

wonderful time, made some beautiful friendships, and look 

forward to organising a return visit. 

Rachael Williams from Trinity  travelled 

with the URC to Israel and Palestine on a 

fact-finding mission, which was a life 

changing experience. She’s given a talk 

at Trinity about it, and if you ask her, 

she’ll come to your church! Contact her 

at rachael.williams0224@gmail.com 



 The End of an Era 

 On October 13th 2019 over 100 people filled the Bricket Wood URC to 

take part in the final service of thanksgiving and celebration for the 135 

years during which the church had played an integral part in the life of 

the village. The service was led by Rev. John Hardaker and Rev. Meryl 

Court, with contributions from people who had known and been a part of 

the church over the past 60 years. It was truly wonderful to hear the hymns 

being sung by so many people when our normal congregation had shrunk 

to seven! The Bible was carried out at the end of the service by an Elder 

from Bricket Wood URC and an Elder from Chiswell Green URC, as a sym-

bol of the amalgamation of the two churches under the new name of 

Greenwood URC on the Chiswell Green site. Afterwards our church hall 

was wonderfully full as people shared their memories of the church over 

coffee and cake. Of course there was sadness at the end of an era, but 

times change and circumstances alter. The mood that Sunday in October 

was upbeat – there are exciting times ahead as a new church, part of the 

St. Albans Cluster and the Heartland Group. 

 

Greenwood URC has a new 

logo and from 1st Jan will have a 

new email address –

 greenwoodurc@outlook.com  

And website  

www.greenwoodurc.org.uk .  

mailto:greenwoodurc@outlook.com
http://www.greenwoodurc.org.uk/




Choir Carol Service 

15th December  

 

 

 
Would you like to take part in the  

 Carol Service at Homewood Road this year? 

Last year we were delighted to welcome extra singers to join us in our 

annual Carol Service and we would like to extend that invitation again this 

year. 

There will be three special Saturday morning rehearsals in Church 

from 9.30 – 11.00am on:  

30th November (in the Church) 

7th December (in the back hall) 

14th December (in the Church)  

 (You are also welcome to join us for regular choir practice on                 

Tuesdays 7.30 – 8.30pm, if you wish). 

There will be a sign up list at the back of the church where you can 

indicate which rehearsals you can attend. 

If you want to know more, please speak to Helen, Chris or Elizabeth, or 

any member of the choir.  
 



Events to which all are invited 

1st December 

10.30 a.m. 

Welwyn  

Garden City 

Gift Sunday: Bring unwrapped toys, gifts and toiletries to be 

collected by Santa for children & mums in the Women’s Ref-

uge, YMCA residents (men & women) and Resolve homeless 

charity. 

1st December 

10.30 a.m. 

Edward Street,  

Dunstable 

Advent Service led by Revd John Steele followed by lunch. 

1st December 

4 p.m. 

Welwyn  

Garden City 

Pet service 

3rd December Greenwood 

URC 

Christingle Service 

7th December 

10—11:30 a.m. 

Welwyn  

Garden City 

Breakfast Church: Bring the family for a relaxing morning with 

breakfast, playtime & crafts finishing with a Bible story and sim-

ple Christian songs. Suitable for up to 9 years. 

7th December 

5 p.m. 

Homewood 

Road URC 

Carols Round the Tree. 

8th December 

10.30 a.m. 

Edward Street,  

Dunstable 

Gift Service 

8th December 

10.30 a.m. 

Harpenden 

URC 

Gift Service for the women’s refuge 

14th December 

10.30 a.m. 

Greenwood 

URC 

Christmas Crafts and Coffee 

15th December 

10.30 a.m. 

Harpenden 

UIRC 

Nativity Service 

15th December 

4 –5.15 p.m. 

Welwyn  

Garden City 

Christmas Special for young families: Christmas story and sim-

ple carols in church, playtime and crafts for families with chil-

dren up to age 7.  Older siblings welcome. All children must 

be accompanied. 

15th December 

6.30 p.m. 

Homewood 

Road URC 

Choir Carol Service 

17th December 

12 p.m. (TBC) 

Trinity URC  Carols in aid of Medical Aid for Palestinians (in St Albans Mar-

ket) 

19th December 

7.30 p.m. 

St Katherine’s, Carol Service 

20th December 

6 p.m.  

Trinity URC  Carols on the Corner (for commuters) 



Events to which all are invited 

21st December 

 

6 - 6.45 p.m. 

6.45 - 9 p.m. 

Welwyn  

Garden City 

The Longest Night: A welcoming space for all, and especially for 

those who don’t find Christmas easy. 

Short reflective service 

Opportunity to talk, light a candle & remember loved ones.  

Refreshments served 

22nd December 

3 p.m. 

Welwyn  

Garden City 

Carols by Candlelight: Traditional carols and the Christmas story 

in a warm and friendly atmosphere. Please note the extensive 

use of candles. Mulled wine, coffee and mince pies from 3.00pm 

22nd December 

6 p.m. 

Harpenden Candlelight & carol service 

23rd December 

3 p.m. 

Edward 

Street 

Carol Service 

24th December 

4 p.m. 

Homewood 

Road 

Crib Service 

24th December 

11.30 p.m. 

Homewood 

Road 

Midnight service 

24th December 

11.30 p.m. 

Welwyn  

Garden City 

Candlelight Communion 

28th December 

4 - 6 p.m. 

Trinity Messy Church Christmas Party 

29th December 

10 a.m. 

Trinity St Albans Cluster joint service 

29th December 

10.30 

Edward 

Street 

Joint Luton and Dunstable Pastorate Service led by the Revd 

Heather Whyte 

Prayer Rota 24th November - 15th December 

24th November Luton Wigmore The Community Christmas weekend 

1st December St Albans Homewood 

Road  

Work with children, youth and families and 

new ideas for outreach 

8th December St Albans Trinity  Winter Beds Project 

15th December Welwyn Garden City Congregation and memory café 

 


