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When all is calm, 

and life is still, 

we sense something greater than ourselves. 

We see things reflected, 

we see things from a different perspective, 

a new angle. 

Suddenly the world is twice as big 

as we see the whole picture, 

reflections reminding us that there is more to creation. 

 

When the world is in turmoil, 

and life is chaotic 

and nothing is as it should be, 

when our hold on life feels fragile 

and we worry for family and friends 

let us rest awhile in that still place, 

held in the oneness of creation, 

held in the love that is God. 

In the stillness, may our hearts be calm for a moment, 

our fears subside 

and our hope be restored. 

Let us be still and know 

God. 

 

Heather Whyte 2020 



Pentecost message from The Revd John Hardaker. Artwork from Judith Osei.                   

Dear Friends, 

I was not brought up in the church. I had a sudden conversion experience in my mid 

teens which was quite transformational, so much so that my parents wondered if I had 

started using drugs. In the conversation that led to this rapid and very unexpected 

repentance one question stood out, forty six years later I remember it word for word: 

“Do you want what God can give?” 

My simple answer was “Yes” - who wouldn’t want that? God took me at my word and 

met with me in a way which still leaves a glow of wonder and joy.  

Perhaps this experience gives me a certain affinity with the disciples on the day of 

Pentecost. That too was a sudden and surprising transformation, changing those men 

from a fearful group, hiding behind locked doors, to passionate witnesses who 

changed the world. 

The question continues to be relevant, especially when we celebrate Pentecost 

Sunday. God still comes to give us the gifts of the Holy Spirit and to fill us with his very 

self. Once more I am forced to ask, who would not want that? The faith we hold is a 

wonderful blend of private adoration and public witness. Jesus encourages us to seek 

God in the private room of prayer and yet proclaims us to be the witnesses who will 

take the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

Both the private and public aspects of faith are dependent on God the Holy Spirit to 

help and guide us. The good news is that God is glad to give and is ever present and 

ready to meet us in the power of the Spirit. It may not be like Pentecost with fire and 

violent wind, but it will be 

what we need to live out our 

discipleship of Jesus in the 

ordinary details of life. Please 

be open to the Holy Spirit, 

and this Pentecost ready to 

receive what God has to 

give. 

 

God Bless, 

 John. 



News from The Luton and Dunstable Churches.                   

The Revd Heather Whyte has set up a new website for the 

Luton and Dunstable churches:  

https://urclutonanddunstable.org/  

It contains worship resources, including full orders of 

service, reflections, colouring (see below for small versions; full sized ones available to 

download from the website), and much more. 

The church members are supporting each other by keeping in touch. 

Until now the worship has simply been for home use but as of the 14th June we will 

also be doing Zoom worship as a pastorate, with the core material still being posted 

on the website and mailed to those not on the internet, as has been happening so 

far.  There will be instructions on the website explaining how to sign up for the Zoom 

worship, for those not a part of the pastorate. 

News from Edward Street  

As most will know, we are a small fellowship and like to stay in double figures for 

worship. One of our focus areas and one of our strengths is 'hospitality' or eating 

together. We are 'zooming' for coffee after the service at around 11:30 each Sunday. 

In recent weeks there have been eleven of us!  

Heather has built a new Pastorate website on which she posts services and sends 

them to those with no internet who wish to have a copy. We worship together, apart, 

before coffee and keep in touch during the week by 'phone and email. Most folk 

seem well. Our oldest member has been hospitalised, not because of the virus, but 

with the virus. She has now been discharged and we look forward to a fuller return to 

health.  

https://urclutonanddunstable.org/


NEWS FROM HOMEWOOD ROAD – January 2020 

This has been a difficult and challenging time for us all. Not being able to be with family and 

friends or to attend Sunday worship for the last 12 weeks has made us more aware of the 

importance of these things that we so often take for granted. 

Worship at Homewood Road, as in all churches, has changed for the foreseeable future and 

although we can no longer meet face to face, we are getting used to ‘virtual church’ using 

Facebook, YouTube and Zoom meetings. 

Zoom Cluster Services  

Homewood Road, Trinity and Greenwood churches take part in a Virtual (Zoom) Service every 

Sunday morning. Different members contribute readings, prayers and music and John 

Hardaker puts together the service and provides the message. We have had nearly 70 people 

sign on to our services in the last couple of weeks, and with 2 or more people on some 

devices, we have had a hundred or more joining in with our Sunday Worship. Last week the 

service was followed by a ‘virtual coffee morning’ where members could chat over Zoom in 

small groups. Huge thanks to David Martin for making all this technology happen – and to Gill 

and Anna and all the other ‘tech savvy’ people from our cluster churches who also are 

working hard to enable us to continue to meet together and share worship each week. 

Online Sermons 

We are also benefitting from John’s video messages each week which are found on 

Facebook and YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHWtxa-J33HaJRH9arC_DLQ). 

He also publishes these as ‘Sermon notes’ and printed copies of these and our Homewood 

Road Church magazine are being delivered to members who do not have computer access. 

Pastoral Groups 

Elders are regularly in touch with their pastoral groups and report back any news, health issues 

or help & support needed by our members. Recent Elders meetings have been held using 

Zoom and these have proved very successful and well attended.  

Church Website and Newsletter 

Our Church website and weekly Newsletter has been keeping us in touch with what is going 

on at Homewood Road. The Newsletter is emailed to everyone on Thursdays and currently 

includes uplifting worship songs, Bible passages, prayers and a reflection from the minister, 

John.  

Members are invited to contribute to a ‘Good News Box’ to lift our spirits and information is 

provided on how to contribute to the local charities which would usually be receiving 

donations through our retiring offerings.  

Information regarding helplines and websites of support services like Mind, Samaritans, Silver 

Line and St Albans Good Neighbour scheme is also included. 

Youth and Families Work 

Faye, our Youth and Families Worker, is in touch with families each week and Junior Church, 

Forest Church and Youth group have continued virtually – either through Zoom meetings or 

prayers and  worship activities accessed online or via the newsletter. These include quizzes, 

scavenger hunts, Bible stories, reflections and craft activities. 



NEWS FROM HOMEWOOD ROAD – continued 

Improvements to the Church Buildings 

With the church buildings closed for the time being, office and vestry refurbishments have 

been taking place over recent weeks and an extensive clean of the Church and halls has 

been carried out. 

We look forward to the time when we can be back in our buildings and worshipping 

together but until then we remain faithful and optimistic and know that God is with us in 

these challenging times. 

News from Wheathampstead United Church 

We are enjoying worshipping together online and those who are not able to do this 

receive a paper copy of Rev. Jane Weedon's lovely Service each Sunday.  We talk to 

them often, and usually they have read the service many times during the week.   I 

always felt that it would be a  good idea to have the sermons in writing as the chance of 

remembering it all is pretty remote! All three 

churches have managed to take part at 

different times and WGC worship group are 

about to do their second service since 

lockdown.  We were pleased to be part of 

Harpenden's 198 year celebration last week, with 

very good views of the church inside and out. 

 

In Wheathampstead our Church/Gym project 

has been knocked back a bit by lockdown but 

now that we are able to have meetings On Line 

with Zoom we have managed to move things 

forward once more.   We have completed Phase 

1 of our fund raising as we managed our £5000 

CrowdFunding target, have received a £1500 

grant from the  County Council  from their 

Community Fund via our County Councillor Annie 

Brewster and a large donation from a member of 

our congregation.   We are therefore able to have our electricity reconnected and 

repointing done  to the brickwork on the outside of the church. We have already had 

volunteers, before lockdown, to clear and clean the inside of the church and are now 

about to have a rota for clearing the plant overgrowth at the back of the site, all done 

with one couple at a time. To keep in touch with the project, follow it on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Wheathampstead-Community-Gym-103263697952080/  

 

https://www.facebook.com/Wheathampstead-Community-Gym-103263697952080/


News from  Greenwood  

Thank  goodness  for  technology!  The telephone, text messages and emails have en-

abled the members of the Greenwood congregation to keep in close touch with 

each other, sharing our worries but also our joys, such as the birth of Anna’s grand-

daughter.  

While Zoom has been a steep learning curve for several of us, how wonderful it has 

been to “see” so many fellow members of the St. Albans Cluster at each of the three 

Cluster services that have been held. Each, technically, has been more professional 

than the last, as problems are overcome. The first vital decision was to mute “us”, the 

congregation, when singing the hymns – the cacophony of sound we produced was 

not at all musical!  

Zoom has also enabled us to have a Greenwood “coffee morning” after the service 

where we can chat with each other – recently the 

conversation has been largely horticultural, with 

people offering seedlings or advice!  

Finally we have used Zoom for our Elders’ meeting 

and Financial and General Purposes Committee 

meeting. These both worked very well, enabling us 

to discuss ongoing church matters as we would  

normally. One new project which we decided to 

pursue was to register for Echo Church – so even in these difficult times we are en-

deavouring to move forward.  

News from Panshanger  

At Panshanger Church we are using the electronic media to keep in touch with each 

other. 

On Monday evenings we have a prayer meeting and on Sundays we have been using 

Zoom to have a social start to our service. We have a prayer and a reading followed by 

a short talk from a different one of our members. The sermons can be found on YouTube 

channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl-IQZDrUwcOraNaifeu8VA  

We are running a pastoral care team keeping in 

touch with older members and those who need 

contact with others. 

A member goes in each week to water the garden 

and inspect the premises for security as advised by 

some insurance companies. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl-IQZDrUwcOraNaifeu8VA


News from Welwyn Garden 

City 

Welwyn Garden City is joining with 

Harpenden and Wheathampstead 

in joint worship on their own 

YouTube channel here: https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UC4vqo-2p4v70YeUzAM4CefQ . 

Services are led by the Revd Jane 

Weedon or members of the 

congregations.  

There are family friendly services 

and stories from Wendy Lidgate, 

the children and families worker. Wendy is also hosting Zoom and Skype meetings for 

parents, toddlers and children. 

News from Harpenden  

Harpenden’s new children and families worker, Sharon 

Sookrah has been very active with online family 

friendly activities and downloadable resources on 

Instagram and FaceBook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the weekend of May the 17th 

Harpenden celebrated their 198th 

Anniversary, and 124 years of laying the 

foundation stone of the current building.  

Rocks were hidden in Rothampsted Park 

for folks to find, and a special service 

was held, led by the Revd Jane 

Weedon. 

  

Harpenden, Welwyn Garden City and Wheathampstead are sharing joint services on 

their own YouTube channel. You can find them here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4vqo-2p4v70YeUzAM4CefQ  

Sharon illustrating faith by holding a bowl of 

meringue over her head! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4vqo-2p4v70YeUzAM4CefQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4vqo-2p4v70YeUzAM4CefQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4vqo-2p4v70YeUzAM4CefQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4vqo-2p4v70YeUzAM4CefQ


News from  Trinity. 

We are sharing 

regular joint services 

with Homewood 

Road and 

Greenwood via 

Zoom, led by the 

Revd John Hardaker. 

We regularly get 100 

plus folk attending 

the services. Nearly 

all of the people 

associated with 

Trinity are able to join in; even those without a computer can phone in to the services and 

get the sound. We are experimenting with ways of sharing music, and are still working out 

the best way of doing this. We are also enjoying sharing communion together at home. 

The Trinity singing group has been recording their beloved Wild Goose music on their 

phones at home and sending them to Nick Buckley who merges them into a choir; music, 

readings and prayers are emailed out each week and are much appreciated. Your 

correspondent had a Very Special Birthday, and the whole church came together 

(virtually) to join in a happy birthday video! 

The Trinity building needs some 

work on the outside, and banners 

have been made to reassure 

passers-by that although the 

building is closed the church is 

not!  

The Messy Church Family has not 

been forgotten; Trinity’s website is 

updated monthly with stories, 

videos, songs and downloadable 

activities. 

 

 

On a sad note, many folk will remember Janet Brown, one of 

Trinity’s cornerstones. Unfortunately she lost her life in March to the 

lymphoma she has been living with for many years. Janet's light 

has gone out but she has made a mark on all our lives that 

remains a tangible and bright memory.  



 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Heartland Group workshop with JOHN BELL of the Iona Community 

May 8th 2021 at Wigmore Church. 

There has been a rather large gap in the prayer rota; I am not sure when the next 

Bulletin will be produced, so I am starting again, and placing here a complete church 

list for folks to pray for. 

Prayer Rota  

7th June Dunstable Edward Street 

14th June Dunstable St Katherine’s 

21st June Harpenden 

28th June Luton Bury Park 

5th July Luton St Ninian’s 

12th July Luton Wigmore 

19th July Panshanger 

26th July St Albans Greenwood 

2nd August St Albans Homewood Road  

9th August St Albans Trinity  

16th August Welwyn Garden City 

23rd August Wheathampstead 

30th August Heartland 


